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No longer will Central California Traction 
electric motors head into Stockton at the head 


of 25 refrigerator cars like #8 did here in Sept- 
ember, 1941. - Ed Wrrer 
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Speaking of Railroads .. . 


Always behind the scenes of an enter- 
prise there stands one man above the rest 
who has helped to make it successful. When 
times are such that survival depends upon 
the foresight and business management 
ability of one man, then that enterprise is 
fortunate to have the man to pull it 
through. I refer to the late George W. Hark, 
former general manager of the Amador 
Central Railroad, who crossed the Great 
Divide at the close of 1943. 

The Amador Central today owes its ex- 
istence to the tenacity of this man, who 
through the dark years of the thirties kept 
the railroad going. When other short lines 
throughout the country were locking the 
engine shed for the last time, the Amador 
Central was running a train as business re- 
quired. Mr. Hark saw to it that there was 
business to be moved at least twice weekly. 
And with his usual business foresight he 
kept the employees busy the balance of the 
time repairing three tank engines bought 
from the Nevada Consolidated Copper 
Company, to be resold when the market 
became profitable. 

Even in the darkest of the dark days, his 
insistence upon having the company's mo- 
tive power spotless was a joy to any railfan. 
Old No. 5, who had outlived her usefulness 
on the Southern Pacific as No. 2023, her 
graceful lines always shiny and free of grime 
and grease, had dropped to the ties and 
swayed over worn rail so much that finally 
she had to be retired. With a house full of 
engines, all too heavy for the roadbed at 
that time, Mr. Hark had to shop around 
for another engine, and ultimately pur- 
chased a 2-6-2 from the McCloud River 
Railroad which became their No. 7. 


Always the sore spot of the railroad, Mr. 
Hark found the capital outlay required to 
bring the roadbed up to par was too great 
for the company’s treasury. When trestles 
burned out he would have a bull-dozer on 
location hastily grading a new line around 
the scene of the catastrophe. Someday, when 
the line had a little more money, that trestle 
would have to be rebuilt! 


Still this did not deter him; it made 
him work harder to bring more industry to 
the environs of the road. In striving to 
gather further business to augment the fire 
brick and ore concentrates that made up 
the larger portion of traffic, Mr. Hark per- 
suaded the Amador Lumber Company to 
erect their mill adjacent to the line at Mar- 
tell. It was through this added business 
that the Amador Central has been able to 
rebuild their entire railroad, from ballast 
to motive power. 


The dreams that Mr. Hark had been 
striving to fulfill for the road came true— 
after the “greatest little railroad manager” 
of them all had passed away. 


Under new management the coaches 
that once hauled passengers on the Amador 
Central, so carefully stored and preserved 
previously, have been scrapped. The loco- 
motives so tenderly nursed till better days 
have given way to a shiny diesel-electric. 
Still I doubt if Mr. Hark would oppose 
these changes were he living today, because 
in his life it was the railroad that mattered. 
And to that end the Amador Central is a 
living monument to his capacity as a gen- 
eral manager through trying times. 


JACK GIBSON. 


INSPECTION TRIP TO SACRAMENTO SHOPS--SUNDAY, MARCH 16, 1947 


Via s.P. 


"SENATOR" BOTH WAYS, LEAVE S.F. FERRY BUILDING 7:30 


PURCHASE REGULAR TICKETS--50¢ RESERVATION REQUIRED 


Sunday, March 16, 1947, has been selected as the date for 
the inspection trip to Sacramento to visit the Southern Pacific! 
railroad shops by the Northern California Railroad Club. The 
club will travel on the S$.P.'s "Senator" leaving the Berry 
Building at 7:30 aeme. The excursionists will have their 
own cars, including an observation, for the trip for Which 
reservations will be required. Excursionist will purchase 
regular tickets, but a reservation deposit of 50¢ will be 
required--which will be refunded on the trip. Due to the 
limited number which can be handled through the shops, the 
trip will be limited to those making reservations prior to 
the 12th of March. The trip is open to all railfans who make 
reservations. Reservations at P.O. Box 668, San Mateo, Cal. 
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My Favorite Rail-Photo 


from the collection of Gilbert H. Kneiss 


"This is a shot I took in March, 1943, in the Hilo yards 
of the Hawaii Consolidated Railway. Number 99, 4-6-0, (Bald- 
win #17318) was making up her train preparatory for departure 
to Paauilo, the northern end of the line. Wartime conditions 
can be noted in the blacked-out headlight. In the left back- 
ground can be seen Number 108, 4-6-0, (Baldwin #32895). To 
me this shot has a distinct Virginia & Truckee flavor and 
shows how similar railroading in tropical Hawaii can be to 
that of desert Nevada, given the same vintage equipment. Out 
on the line, however, the resemblance vanishes as the line 
winds along the ocean cliffs, crosses high steel bridges over 
waterfalls and valleys thick with green jungle, and threads 
through typical Hawaiian hamlets. The tidal wave of last 
March washed out the line in several places and as it has been 
a struggle for several years to make ends meet, the road will 
not be rebuilt and service has been abandoned. 


Gilbert He Kneiss 
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‘THE SAN FRANCISCO NEWS 


Rapid Transit Idea 
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SAN FRANCISCO SUBWAY.—The Army-Navy board recommended a 
outlined plans for a Bay Region rapid mass system, including 
Francisco, No. 1, as this map shows, would be loop originating at a pro 
Third and Howard-sts ting the bay underwater tubes). No. 2 starts at Monterery-' 
Bernal-ay and ends at the west end of the Twin Peaks Tunnel. No, 3, 

would go in the Duboce Tunnel, ending at Anza-st and Funston-bivd. 








STREET SURFACE 
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Fans looking over the ICC or Public Utilities list of 


common carrier roads for new photo possibilities are often 
suprised to find the listing 
this line became a common carrier only in recent years. 


Feather River Railway" for 


The line connects with the main line of the Western 


Pacific in the Feather River Canyon eight miles out of Oro- 
ville at Bidwell's Bar thense runs some thirty miles east 
up the South Fork of the Feather River to the mill of the 
Feather River Pine Mills and thense into the woods. 


The line was built by the Hutchinson Lumber Company which 
was organized in 1923 to lumber some 351,000 acres of timber 
lands lying within the Plumas National Forest about SO miles 
Northeast of Oroville. The company built a mill about 2$ 
miles south of Oroville and a 21 mile logging line up the 
South Fork of the Featiter River. 








The Hutchinson Lumber Company properties were sold april 


22, 1927 on the forclosure of a mortgage and conveyed to a 
new corporation titled the Feather River Pine Mills, Ince, 
On October 6, 1927, however, the mill at Oroville was destroyed 
by fire and the railroad now 32 miles long, fell into disuse, 


In 1939 the project was revived with a new mill at 


Feather Falls, some 22 miles east of Oroville, replacing the 
mill which burned. The railroad now hauled both lumber and 
logs with about ten miles of logging railroad and the rest 
hauling loads between Bidwell and Feather Falls. 


With the opening of the Feather Falls operations the 


line was opened to cammon carrier operations to serve the area 
and share in the through rates on outgoing lumber hauls. 


LOCOMOTIVES OF THE FEATHER RIVER RAILWAY 
and Feather River Pine Mills, Inc. 


S-truck shay 1llxl3 36 200 140,000 Lima 1921 

S-truck shay 12x14 36 200 180,000 Lima 

S-truck shay 12x14 36 200 180,000 Lima 
0-6-0T 15x12 40 175 80,000 Porter 1907 

S-truck shay 11x13 36 200 140,000 wWillamete 
(type) (Cyl-) (Dv) ( 


A 
2 
3 
4 
5 


BP) (weight) (builder) 









UNION PACIFIC RAILROAD has scra 
recently. ring 


2-8-0's: 155, 158, 299 
710, 6014, +e ee Wy Oe Bie: WN, 


4-6-O's: 1584, 1 
1vée, vee, asco. » 1587, 1715, 1731, 1733, 1734, 1737, 
4-6-2's: 3213 
2-8-2'8s: 2536 
O-6-O's: 4226, 4243, 4740, 4749, 4907. 
-- Don H. Roberts 
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pped a lot of old steam engines 
6 the f 
scrapped: ollowing engines were emong those 


at FRA The Municipal Railway abandoned its Funston 
“Hecember Sth and the following car lines were moved as 


follows: 

Line 4 McAllister Barn to Geary Barn 

Line 6 Funston Yard to McAllister Barn 

Line 7 Punston Yard to McAllister Barn 

Line 8 Punston Yard to McAllister Barn 

Line 21 McAllister Barn to Sutro Barn 

Line 41 McAllister Barn to Geneva Barn 

The H line has been extended over the outer end of the 25 

line and the 25 cars are now turned-back at Potrero and Army. 
The 9 line was discontinued on December 15th with busses tak- 
ing over the Richland and Cortland branches. - Shortline 


MUNICIPAL RAILWAY OF SAN FRANCISCO - The Utilities Commission 
expects to spe » ollars to be recieved from the 
funds collectéd by the Market Street Railway during the appeal 
of the fare reduction just previous to purchase 


MUNCIPAL RAILWAY OF SAN FRANCISCO - The Utilities Commission 
collec 2 e preme Court decision upholds its 

right to the impounded fares collected by the Market Street. 

Railway in 1944. The money will be used to pmrchase 50 trolley 


coaches to replace street cars on the 5 and 21 car lines. 


TONOPAH & TIDEWATER - Engines 9 and 10, 4-6-O's, are now at 
a@ scrap yar n 6 East Bay after ene in via SN and SePe 
- Richter 


TONOPAH & GOLDFIELD - Reports are current tha 
t the Ne 
ning Company, owner of mines in the Goldfield imino 


purchase the T&@ rails for export to its African operations. 


McKeon 
SOUTHERN PACIFIC - Bngine 3903, 4-6-6-2 
Sacramento recently - Harrison’ » was scrapped at 


SAN DIEGO & ARIZONA EASTERN - Northwestern Pacific switchers 
ani » O-G-O's, are in service at San Diego. - Bishop 


YOSEMITE VALLEY RAILROAD engine 21, 4-4-0, has been scrapped 
at Merced. The other engines are expected to be sold. A.R. 


SACRAMENTO NORTHERN ended third-rail operations to Woodland 
February lst and the Vacaville branch and Sacramento-Pitts- 
burg runs are scheduled to be made diesel. 


YAKIMA VALIEY TRANSPORTATION CO. of Yakima, Washington, aband- 
oned street car service February lst, 1947, in favor of busses. 
The three modern cars will be sold, but the older wooden cars 
ure scheduled to be scrapped. aA new franchise for freight 
service was exchanged for the abandonment of the car lines. 
See Volume 3, numbers 5 and 6. -- Robert 8S. Wilson 


KAISER PLANS 50-MILE RAILROAD 

A 50-mile railroad is included in the development of iron 
ore properties of the Kaiser Company at Eagle Mountain near 
Desert Center, California. The line will connect open face 
mines with the Southern Pacific for the haul to Fontana. 
Construction is to begin soone - Jack Whitmeyer 
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ABANDONMENT ORDERED FOR SUMPTER VALLEY, TONOPAH & TIDEWATER 


The Interstate Commerce Commission has approved abandon- 
ment of Oregon's Sumpter Valley Railway, last common-carrier 
narrow gauge in the Northwest; and the Tonopah and Tidewater 
Railroad, Death Valley's line shut down in 1940 and torn up 
for war materials in February, 1943. The scrapping:of the 
T & T in 1943 was with the understanding that it would be re- 
laid later if public necessity required its continued operat- 
ion; but the order made December Srd sealed the fate of. this 
famous road. The Sumpter Valley decision was rendered 
November lst. -- Crown Sheet 


TONOPAH & GOLDFIELD RAILROAD has been granted permission by. 
the Interstate Commerce Commission to abandon its entire line 
between Mina to Tonopah and Goldfield, 97 miles all in Wevada, 
but the Nevada Public Utilities Commission has ordered that 
the line continue to operate. The state decision scored tha 
management for not operating the line as a going concern, but 
solely as a temporary measure pending scrapping. The -owner 
of the line is a northwest scrap dealere 


FERRY "SIERRA-NEVADA" has been converted at the Bethlehem 
shipyard for service as an auto ferry om the Richmond - 
San Rafael Ferry. She is a former Western Pacific, later 
Southern Pacific passenger boat. 


GREAT NORTHERN has renamed its Seattle-Vancouver day trains 
"Puget Sounders" in preparation for new streamlined service 
on this run. 





KEY SYSTEM has been renamed "Key System Transit Lines" and 
the famous "Key" has been replaced by the NCL shield. Wes. 


SOUTHERN PACIFIC OF MEXICO now operates its first class train 


"gl Costeno" daily instead of tri-weekly, and the mixed train 
"Bl Mixto" has been annuled. - Lucy 


SAN DIEGO ELECTRIC = Scrapping of the Class 3 cars has begun, 
cars in this class are 150, 159, 217, 218, 219, 221, 222 and 
225. Some of the Class 8 cars, 1001-1014 ex-Salt Lake Cars, 
have had their trolley poles remove and are apparently next 
in line to be scrapped.e - Eric Sanders MW 051 scrapped. 


KEY SYSTEM = The No 4, Shattuck Avenue, street car line was 
shortened with a new terminal at Eighth and Broadway. The 
Number 4, Telegraph Avenue, line will continue to serve lower 
Broadway e 


NEZ PERCE RAILROAD, formerly the Nezperce & Idaho Railroad, 
has quit operations due to poor roadbed. The rails in some 
portions were said to be four inches different in height. 
Their #4 has been stored while their new #9, 2-6-2, has been 
operating the line. The 9 is the former, McCloud River #9, 
Yreka Western #9, Amador Central #9. It still has Y.W.eR.R. 
on the tender. -- Don Hq. Roberts 


The Western Railroader © Page Seven 





OAHU RAILWAY ASKS ABANDONMENT OF TWO-THIRDS OF LINE 

Abandonment may come for 122 miles of the 158 miles of 
three foot gauge line of the Oahu Railway & Land Company of 
Hawaii, if an application filed with the ICC last October 
17th is granted. The main line of this road skirts the 
western shores of Oahu Island from Honolulu to Kahuku with 
another heavily traveled line to the interior Schofield Bar- 
acks and saw heavy travel during the war. 

The application would allow abandonment of sixty-eight 
miles of its main line to Kahuku, thirteen miles of branches 
thirty-four miles of spurs and seven miles of second track 
near Honolulu. 

For the benefit of shippers, the road will continue 
operations from Honolulu to Waialua, about fifteen miles 
short of Kahuku, until replacing facilities are available, 
in any event not later than the end of this year. 

While larger shippers have agreed to a rate increase 
which would reduce the lines' deficit, the new rate will not 
wipe out the deficit and the line is faced with increased 
labor costs and truck competition. The company wila& operate 
the new truck organization to replace rail service. 

Crown Sheet 


TRORANE ae & SEATS _ scrapped the following engines 
: 4=-6-O'g3 5, 154; 2-8-O's: 303, 304 
526, 336, S56, 587, 388; 26-2's: 451, 452, 455, 4683 auars 
9 e y so eir #2 6 = 
Railway. -- Don He. Roberts sd itedatdan wither eiteas. 


CALIFORNIA, SHASTA & EASTERN OFFICIALLY ABANDONED 


While the California, Shasta & Eastern has not turned 
a wheel since 1927, official abandonment has been finally 
abandoned by order of the Interstate Commerce Commission under 
date of September 26th last. The sixteen mile line operated 
between Anderson and Bella Vista in Northern California. The 
line was originally built as a lumber line and was later a 
part of a proposed line to run from the Sacramento Valley to 
the region around westwood. The line was purchased by the 
Red River Lumber Company who took the two engines used on 
the line (ex-SP 1341 and 1349, 4-4-0's) to their Westwood 
operations. The line was retained, perhaps in hope that the 
projected route would be built, but liquidation of the Red 
River Lumber Company spelled the doom of the long inactive 
line. See Issue 66 for Red River Roster. 
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